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Never loy'd to tell a Story twice, both 

becauſe 1 would not tyre my Readers, 

nor my (elf—But as my Obſervations 
upon the Play.bouſe coming in by way of 
ColleQion for the Uie of the "Church, have 
made ſome noiſe in the World, and being 
vecy unwilling rogoon in any thing | can» 
not juſtific, L thought 1 covid make oo bet- 
ter Satisfaction ro thuſe Gentlemen that 
may think they have any Share in the Sco- 
ry,than to give one Turn more fo it ; being 
always ready to make Acknowledgments, 
where I find any Cauſe for it. 

Since therefore, the World has been 
pleas'd to mob my laft Zeview up this 
SubjeR about Streets, under the *Ti'ic of 
my Sermon, they may call this my Recanta- 
tioa Sermon, if they plea(c, or any thing 
elſe, it is all one» 


In ſhort, 1 do find a moſt unjuſt Re- 
fletion is rais'd upon ſome Gentlemen by 
the Conſequence of this matter, who, for 
ought I ſee, are wholly innocent; and that 
is upon the honeft Tnhabitants of the large 
Pariſh of St. Martins in the Fields as it they 
either were not able, or which is worſe, 
not willing to confribute to the re-edifying 
- old Mecting-bouſe, and make a Chwrb 
of it. 

And to clear them of this Scandal, ano- 
ther unhappy Truth, they ſay, isa coming 
to light, vi. That 2 general Colleion 
for this pn:poſe was made, that her Ma- 
jefty was pleas'd to give 1co þ. towards it, 
3nd thei che Reverend Dr. L r told 
the Peop.e !@ for their Encouragement ; 
and that ater this, the Reverend Mr. Y—s 
Curate of St, Mariins, went _ _ 

ou 


Honfe to Houſe for the voluntary Gifts of 
the People z and that ſeveral Gentlemen 
of Quality, not excluding the devout Wo- 
men, contritut:d largely to tte Work ; 
and how it ſt. ould come, that all this ſhould 
not be ſufficieat to p:y 6501. which we 
are inform'd is the ucmoſ Charge of the 
thing, is very hard to conclude, 2nd what 
no body encliaes to believe. 

It being then more than probable, that 
Money enough was colletted or eaſlt!y might 
be for this Aﬀair, the: Inhabitants wf the 
Pariſh muſt needs ſtand clear of the Re- 
proach, of thus ſetting the Church to raiſe 
Contributions upon the Play-houſe. 

But in purſuing this, the Author hopes, 
no body would be ſo unkind to him to draw 
liim into a ſnare; as it this Paper was a 
deſign upon the Gen:l:men that colletted 
the Money, to examine how they have dil- 
pos'd of jit—No, no, Gentlemen, I make 
no doubt, but you have apply'd the Money ; 
— Apply'd the Money Says one, what a ma- 


licious Infinuation's that, what does this: 


Fellow mean, will he make Thieves of us ? 
No, no, Gentlemen, not Thirve*, only 
. Church-wardens ! 1 hope, there's nothing 
ſynonymous ia the Exprefſhun—1 hope you 
are all very honeft, and that the Pariſh will 
cake care to keep you lv. 

As to the Pa1iſh therefore, I delire to be 
nrnderſtcud, to clear them entirely, and am 
very perivaded, that they either did con- 
tribute ſutficieat ro; this work,orwonl4 have 
made good the Duhciency up011 a freth Ap- 
plication—A1.d 1 cannot biuc:thiok, now I 
þave don- chem 10 much voluntary Juſtice, 
they cught in tie nex? place to d9 them- 
{elves fo much ſuſtice, as to let us know, 
who theſe Church-7/ufſurs were, that went a 
fre: bo1tive upon the poor P/ 19-b: uſe, 

It is not fir, they ſay, ! laugh twice at 
ene Feſt —But wha cau heip its to fee the 
Play Loufe lrvy Meney fur the Church ! pray 
Jet + examine the Circunr ſtinces a little, 
and jce whether this is nut really a Banter 
upon the Play houſe tov; that they thuuld 
pretend tv covtribute to the Nec-f(iries of 
the Church, that cannoc keep their own Edi- 
tices in Repiir. - 

Agaio,ifthe Flay-hauſe is ſo addiQed toAQs 
of Charity, by do they not maintain their 
ownjpcor? why rot raile a Penſion for the: 


poor Brethren at the Fay-market ? or which 
would be ſomething to their Honovr,- make 


good the Sublcr'ptio-. rt are yet unpaid, 


and dilcharge 1it.. D-b£ tro the 0ur Weank- 
men that built rhe Hulu e? 
Thus Flay-hbouje Charity i« ſe! ith. the 


bottom upwardj; ke + farious dignie 
fied Gentleinan jn Eng/iil, nu can in 
Dcbt to honeſt Men rog't e Aims to Knaves 
—Perhaps it ma\ be faid, ihe Acrs are 
not & Corpozation, and have nothing io do 
with one another ; vnleſs it be ro help 
ſtar ve one ano0ther— W+!!, tut Gentlemen, 
th: you are n0c 1 {urporation, you are 
a Frat:rvity, aud #s the Devil's Broker 
ſaid te Dr. Griffith, vuu are all ofa Trade, 
youu are ail the. Devil's :ukers, and you 
ought in common Prudence, and to ſupport 
the Honour of the Emvi.ymert, to have 
releiv'd your Brethrer 1: ft, and have clear'd 
our P:iſons of ſome ot the b<ft of them. 

Beiiges,l am at a Loſs for the Connexion 
of the thirg ; where's the Coherence here, 
the Play-bouſe, and the Church ! Heck us all, 
there's no manner of - Philoſophy in it ; 
"ris Toking the Poles, "tis a Wedding be- 
tween two Antipodes, "tis Agure upon Blue, 
"tis North and by Soutb,'tis ſaying theCbrift- 
Croſs- Row backward—And no body can tel] 
whether it be to raiſe the Devil, or to lay 
him 3 There could not have been ſuch a 
Circle full of Angles put together again, 
and a!) the Men of Wit, cither in GOD's 
Church cr the Devils Chappel, could nct 
have compoſed ſuch another Piece of Diſ- 
cord z no body knows what to make on'r, 
nor what to ſay for it. 

Some People have been rumageing theic 
Heads for the Deiign of it; for they fay, 
there muft be ſomething extraordinary in- 
tended — Now tho" "tis true, ſometimes as. 
wondertul things as theſe are brought to 
paſs, when a Complication of Follies meet 
cogether, without the Agency of the leaft 
Meaning, as Epicurus's fortuitous Atom:, 
which they ſay, form'd the World; and fo 
this great Aﬀair may be lavdably ſupnos'd 
to hare jump'd into the World —yct I can 
ſee no need for ſo wild a Gueſs: He that 
ſhot this Gun, took Aim no doubr; and 
what did he aim at think you 5 Why THE 
MONEY, Man! what ſhould he aim at ? 
and whoever he was, whether A&or, or 

Cburch- 


Church-warden, or a Rump of both, form'd 
into a Funo for this weighty Aﬀtir ; my 
Life for yours, THE MONEY was the 
Mat:er / 

The Player, I allow, had the beſt Pro- 
ſpe of the two ; tor without doub: he had 
a clear Thoughts As firſt,a full 7 ./c,that's 
an united Benefit. 2. A S:ack with the 
Club, there's private 1':-:cit, a new Ro» 
puration for Lovaliy to the Cliucch, ſe- 
curing a Fricnd in tive of 2d, and a 
Skreen from Juſtice ; becauſe one good 
Torn deſerves 2nother, | 

But what ſ1;2i! we ſay to Mr. Church war- 
den? h: mult hea rare F-'low that can 
deing him off 3; 12 muſt cerca; be ſome 
Phanatick, or ſome very low,low, l»w Church» 
Man, that contriv'd thi: tiligy; to expoſe 
the Church, and pretend io 5 her into 
a Confederacy with H-Il, to ſupport her 
dying FHigh-Churcb Caule, 

Again, ſome lay, this is a Low-Churcb 
Plot upon the Higb-Church Play-bouſe, and 
a pretty Banter this makes indeed; for the 
Flay-markest Building, they ſay, is a Low 
Church Plaz-bouſe, and Drury-Lane,they lay, 
isa Higb Church Flay- Houſe. 

Two things are concluded from hence. 
1. That the High Gentlemen are the beft 
Friends to the Church of Fnglind; for when 
did ever the Low Church Players offer to 
give the Church a Day at the Houſe? —'Tis 
really very kindly done, and their Care 
of the Church is very remarkable, and 
merits to be recorded, 

2. It neceffarily follows, th2t the Church 
is very niuch beholden to the Play-bauſe, 
that they will give away their Profits to its 
Aſnftance. 

It remains here to make a brief Eaquiry 
of this matter, viz. If the Pliy-houſe, upon 
2 happy Concourſe, ſhould raiſe a Sum con- 
itderable enough to pay this Charge, which 
by the way ſome People ſay is paid already, 
and have a Sum left, to whom muft that 
S!m goZ 'tis plain, 'tis given to diſcharge 
the Repairs, to employ it to any other 
purpoſe, would be to wrong, the Donur,and 
be a kind of Sacriledge—Bur if I may give 
my Opinion, it ſhonid be apply'd to pull 
down the Play-honſe, and I undertake to 
prove, that this is imploying the Money to 
the true Uſe delign'd by the Dunors. 
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'Tis plain, this Money is not giren fot 
ſeeing a Play; for then, if Mr.——o— 
ſhouid chance to preach, they might as 
well have gone to Church—But the Money 
Is given oa the Contide ration of building 
ard i-pairing the Churcb— Now, it 1 may 
be allos'd co ſpcak figuratively, I know 
notiing can contribute more cv the build- 
Ing, repairing, and adrning the Church of 


England, than pulling down the Play-bouſes.. 


We talk of retorinu;yg vur Manners, and 
ſetting up Rules of Government; But to 
attempt it this way, ſeems to me to make 
a Comedy of the Government, and a Tra- 
gedy of the Church; how odd a Sight would 
it be c) ſee this Farce ated upon our Stage? 
and how ſtrange would it be to ſee Bills 
puc upthn:, 

At the Theatre Royal in Drury Lane,this 
preſent Thurſday being the 27th of Fune, 
will be atted a new Play Entitled, THE 
CHURCH ; a Tragedy, 

This I thiak is certain, ket the Play be 
what it will; let it be Farce, Comedy, Ope- 
72, or any thing, 'cis a Tragedy to the 
Churchb—and one of the ſhorteſt ways to pull 
her down, when the People ſhall once be 
prevail'd upon to think their going to the 
Play, joyn'd to their Duty to God. 


What horrid work is here made of Re- - 


ligion, the lacred Mask has been a Diſguiſe 
to many Hypocrit*-,vut never was put upon 
the Face of th? Play houſe before—1 can- 
not deny it to be a very quaint Iavention 
to perſwad: Veople, and a cunning Turn to 
fill the Z/ouſe; that they might go to 
the Play tor Gd-ſaxe—OurChildrea would 
now have a fair Excuſe to us, when we re- 
fuſe them leave te go to the Play—Why, 
Sir, 'tis for the Benefit of the Chureb I do it, 
for my Money is to be given to build up the 
Church—Exc-!lent F xcule, Child ! Should I 
ſlay—So you muſt yolay out your Money 
with ch: Devil, thac he may build God- 
Allmighty a Houſe with ic—Sacrifize to 
Vanity for the Encouragement of Piety. 
Rare Work indeed ! 

To conclude tis melancholy Jeft ; for 
if we were to talk ſecioufly of it, the Re- 
fletion would be (1d enough; it the Con- 
courie to the Play is ſo great, that they 
can attord eyery now and then to give a 
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